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Clapesattle, H.B. The Doctors Mayo. University of Minnesota Press, 
Dec. 10, 1941. 826p. 536 5 


The Doctors Mayo is a long-awaited and fascinating history of the 
famous Mayos and their clinic at Rochester, Minnesota written in a 
somewhat popularized narrative style. 


The book is divided into three parts, the first of which deals with 
the Old Doctor, W.W. Mayo, tracing his early history from his birth 
in England in 1819 until 1881 bv which time he had achieved a solid 
medical reputation in Rochester. Although he had studied medicine in 
England when he came to America he entered Bellevue Hospital but dis- 
gusted with conditions there he left for Indiana where for a time he 
became a tailor. Later he attended Indiana Medical College for an Am- 
erican degree and in 1851 married Louise Wright. After a short period 
of practice in Indiana he left for Minnesotse, only sparsely settled at 
the time, where he moved about from place to place for several years 
before settling permanently in Rochester. Durin- this time he was far- 
mer, steamboat captain, politician end newspanei-ian with medicine only 
as a Sideline. At various times he was an offic:s-holder but was usually 
too much of a reformer to agree consistently with either party. During 
the Civil War he served as examining doctor for a dreft board and be- 
Bcame involved in a violent voublic scendal concerning exemptions. After 
the Civil War he seems to have gevoted more time to medicine, ranidly 
establishing a solid practice and gredually building up e reputation as 
the leading surgeon of the district. 


The second part of the book, beginning about 1880, deals primarily with 
his sons, the Mayo »rothers, Dr. Will and Dr. Charlie, and their devel- 
Opment into the outstanding sursreons of the period. The first portion 
of this part still desls with the Old Doctor's practice in showing how 
Will and Charlie received their first medical educetion at home and 
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were imbued with their father's principles of service, professional 
dignity and cooperation. As the Old Doctor gradually withdrew from 

7 practice the sons took over and the old gentleman was left free to 
jagitate for civic reforms end to do a great deal of travelling before 
his.death. The remainder of this part of the book traces the brothers’ 
i development through self-education and teamwork against a backeround 
of the history of surgery in the United States. The development of o- 
perations for gall-stones, appendicitis, stomach and duodenal ulcers, 
cancer, tonsils, etc., is traced and the Meyos' vioneering activities 
in these fields is shown. These were conditions for which physicians 
had been able to offer no cure and the development of surgical treat- 
ment was so great a boon that survrery exnpsnded sc rapidly and to such 
heights as to almost completely obscure medical treatment in the public 
mind. The Mayos were successful becsuse of their unceasing work, their 
careful planning and attention to detail of anstom; end procedure and 
their highly moral ethical code but to a large desree their success 
was conditioned by the fact thst they entered surtery just at the time 
of its greatest expansion and were thus enabled to grow up with it. 
This same part of the book traces the development of Saint Mary's Hos- 
pitel, established and financed by the Sisters of Saint Francis in the 
80's and to which the Mavos had attached thomselves. 


The third section of the book deals with the evolution of the Mayo 
Clinic, the establishment of the Mavo Foundation and the final affil- 
jation of both with the University of Minnesota Graduate School of Med- 
icine. This section deals primsrily with the Meyos' advocacy of pri- 
vate group practice, of organized post-sraeduate clinical training and 
thrir position with regard to specialization. Especially noteworthy is 
their conviction that weslth beyond immediate needs is only held in 
trust and is to be returned in some beneficial way to the people who 
need it. One should also remark that their fess were always conditioned 
to the financial condition of the petient. This part of the book begins 
in 1914 when the Clinic first became a reality and ends in 1939 with 

| the deaths of both brothers. It details also their activities in the 
iWorld War, the high honors received from medical societies and their 
efforts on behalf of the profession. 


Unquestionably the Doctors Mavo were great men and their greatness was 
Ba product not only of their early family training but also of their 

own unremitting zeal and the common sense intelligence which planned 
ftheir efforts. Doctor Will was the elder, somewhat sutocratic, execu- 
tive, austere, sloof and the guidine spirit of the partnership. Doctor 
Charlie was the pr eticel psychologist with a tlair'for hunt” reletion- 
ships #nd coc kindly, *‘pyroecn: bls human soul. Both men were technically 
brilliant experts in their field and their success was not only a prod- 
uct of their individual abilities but also of their close teamwork. 


s The story of the Mayos is fascinating and with an appeal for all reader 
levels. Unfortunately, however, the present job is not as well done as 
one would wish, The author wavers somewhere between the styles of writ- 
ing appropriate to reporting and to history and never definitely decides 
between the two. Her combination of the two styles is not entirely pa- 

f latable, the book being too long and too technically detailed for a 
popular narrative and too vazue and insufficient for a historical work. 
Unfortunately she attempts to tell her story agssinst a backdrop of the 
history of American sursery end that scene is far too vast for her pen. 
On that eccount we see the Mayos as elmost the sole force in surgical 
development with only incidental mention of other important men. Al- 
though none waid deny the premier importance of the Mayos still due 
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consideration must be given to others and the omission of this tends 
to lesye « wrong impression in the mind of the reader. One minor 
objection occurs when the author speaks of the Old Doctor as a free- 
thinker and in tracing the influence of Darwin and Huxley upon his 
mentelity brings out the old bugaboo of a warfare between science and 
theology. We have long since determined that there is no such conflict 
since the spheres of action and the methods of each are totally dif- 
ferent. It is only when the scientist unwarrantedly spclies his methods 
and conclusions to the problems of theoiorgy or vice versa that a pseulo 
conflict arises. Unhappily we must confess that the scientist is more 
often at fault although certain types of theoiovians are fer from 
blameless, 


Although the subject matter is somewhat too technical and uninterest- 
ing for younger readers vet for those of college level end for adults, 
especially for those interested in medicine, the book should prove 
highly interesting and can be weli recormended. 


READERS CLUB-JUNE S“LECTION 


Ehrlich, Leonard. God's Angry idan, Pross of the Readers Club, 1941 
363p. $1.50. Readers Club selections are $1.50 per single copy; $12.00 
per year for twelve books, by subscription. 


That the end justifies the means is an old and oft-invoked concept in 
the history of man. When this concept is carried to its utmost extremes 
we have the condition of fanaticism and fanaticism is a fatal defect 
which ruins an otherwise good charecter. This is the theme of God's 


Angry Man in which Leonard Ehrilich movingly portrsys ths tragedy of 
Jonn Srown, a lowly yet almost unforgettable character in American 
history. John Brown, misinterpreting the idea that "right is everything" 
sank to the foulest wrong in an attempt to achieve a great right, the 
liberation of the slaves. Although his failure was se spark thet made 
the nation slave-conscious, yet Brown's actions were essentially evil 
and the punishment they received was deserved. 


As the story opens in 1856 John Brown and his sons are in Kansas en- 
gaecd in the bloody struggle for determining the slavorv status of 
Ensas as a state. Enrsged by the brutelity of the Ruffiens or pro- 
Slavery men in burning out and killing peaceful settlers Brown collects 
a smell party and plans a coldblooded massacre of otherwise innocent 
pro-slavery settlers. He persuades his unwilling sons to join the ven- 
ture and then rides from cabin to cebin under the cover of night saber- 
ing unwarned settlers. Hunted alike by law and by vengeful Ruffians 
Brown goes into hiding but manages to aid in organizing bands of Jay-~ 
hawkers for protection of Abolitionist settlers and for reprisal reids 
against the Ruffians. Two of his sons are captured but later liberated 


sand ssveral othe, unable to stomach their father's cruelty, leave him. 


At this point there is an interlude in the story while the author goes 
back to 1801 to trace the early life of John Brown in Ohio. Here we 


sere shown the ingraining of a single-minded devotion to duty and right 


in the youthful Brown end the hardening of that character in the pri- 
Vations of a pioncer life. Agein taking up the thread of the story the 


pauthor introduces John Brown’s sccond wife snd her family in New York 


State at the time of the Kansas troubles. Hearing of the death of a 
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prother, Frederick, two of the sons who had left their father and come 

i back East again take up the cause. At the same time Brown comes East 

ito enlist the financial backing of New England abolitionists for a. 

j plan he had conceived in Kansas, This plan was to forget the law and 

i free small bands of slaves by force and stealth and nide them in Vir- 

i} cinia mountain strongholds until large numbers were liberated when they 

i could be armed and used against their former masters. At first he does 

7 not reveal the plan but asks support for forming an armed band to pro- 
tect Kansas settlers. 


} John Brown then returns to the mid-West where he begins recruiting 
but results are poor snd leaving a smell group as a nucleus he returns 
East for further support. Unable to gain his objectives he presumptu- 
ously puts the entire matter in God's hands and calls his men East 
where he secretes them in and around Harper's Ferry. At this point the 
great plan expands with the projected abolition of the Constitution md 
the formation of a new government based on freedom. When further help 
fails to arrive Brown finally sets his work in motion by seizing the 
arsenal at Harper's Ferry and making it a rallying point for slaves 
whom he expects to revolt en masse. The slaves fail to revolt, troops 
are concentrated, half of his men killed, the arsenal recaptured and 
the survivors immediately put on trial for trenson and murder. Southern 
indignation is aroused but the men are given a feir trial, sentenced 
to death and executed. At the very last Brown rejoices that his death 
will help serve the end which he fseiled to achieve in life. 


The author has done an excellent Job in portraying the tragedy of John 
Brown's fanaticism end in showing Brown's motivation. In general he 
shows the injustice of Brown's actions but et the same time maintains 
en unbroken sympathy end admirstionfor the man himself, He portrays 
John Brown ss en ignorant men inspired by a grert ideal but blinded 

to the consequences of his sttempts to achieve that ideel and deprived 
of all common sense by the zeal of his fsnaticism. Parts of the book 
are besutifully written in @ heroicelly tragic style while other parts 
are lebored and fail to achieve the intended effect. There is one an- 
cient but still vicious anti-Catholic slur on pages 357-8 when John 
Brown writes to his children as follows: "John Rogers wrote to his chil- 
dren to abhor with undying hatred, slso: that ‘sum of all villeinies'; 
Slevery----." Because of its subject matter the book cannot be recom- 
mended for mature adult readers. 


CRIME CLUB-DECZMB%R SELECTION 


Heyer, Georgette. Envious Cascn. Doubledsy, Doren Co., Dec. 5, 1941. 
Zllp. $2.00 


Uncle Joseph was seemingly the most congsnisl of the Herriard clan- 
Oversolicitous though «nd rather annoying to anyones who disliked having 
good will laid on like pie meringue. With apparent unction he invites 

a group, relatives and connections, to a Christmes party at old Na- 
thaniel Herriard. The fact thet Nat hates Christmas parties and that 
everyone there was on edge with almost all the others made little dif- 
ference to Joseph who was bent on "soothing things over"- in a way 
peculiarly his own. A murder wasn't inevitable in such a setting, but 
when it occurs it becomes it. 
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A timely selection for the December Crime Club-well written, except 
for about the first hundred pages which are somewhat of an ordeal to 
get through but which, if survived, moves quickly on to action and mare 
skillful writing. Recommended to all. 


READBRS CLUB-APRIL SH#LECTION 


$1.50, Readers Club selections ere £1.50 per single copy ; $12.00 per 
year for twelve books, by subscription. 


Benson, Stella. Tie Far-Away Bride. The Readers Club, 1941. 354p. 


Before beginning her story Stella Benson reauests that the Biblical 
account of Tobias be reed, since “it is intended thet the parellel 
between the story of The Fer -Awey Bride and the story given in the ap- 
pendix be borne in mind throughout the rerdine of this book. 


Now for some unknown rerson the foreword to this Renders Club edition 
urves the reader "to pay no attention whatsoever to Stellx Benson's 
earnest sdmoniton.” Furthermore the writer of this scsme foreword seoms 
to be unduly onnoyed by th: fact that tas English edition of The ¥ar- 
Aweyv Bride was entitled "Tobit Transplentod. " "The Book of Tobit, it 
goes on to say, “is one of the dullest bocks in the Bible; Tho For= 
Away Bride is one of the most delightful novels of its neriod." 


To this reviewer the exact opposite seens to ring truer. The Book of 
Tobies is one of the very enchanting 9nd delightful storics in the 
Bible. The Far-Awav Brids-taking this slmost etherai plot. puttine 
it into modern garb, and embellishing it with pseudo-sovnisticction 
and that peculier outlook on life, characteristic of this © -becomes 
one of the dullest novels of its period. Perh eps the render should be 
urged not to resd the story of Tobias first, Further sdvice would be 
not to read the foreword either. This my spsre the render some of the 
diseppointment experienced by this reeder while plodding through the 


over-burdened peges of The Far-Away Brige. 


It is the story ot two families of White Russian refugees in Mrnchurise 
and Koree during the 1920's. Old Sergei Malinin, a men filled with re- 
spect for death, suddenly goes blind efter he buried fellow 
countrymen killed in a raid by Chinese bandits. Reeclling a debt long 
owed him, he begs his son, Seryozha, to journey to Seoul to collect the 
money. But Anna, the mother, is fearful of alloving her young son to 
undertake the perilous trip slone. By an odd twist of fntc a guiding 
angel appears in the humen form of Wilfred Chew, = shrewd, unscrupulous 
London-vducated Chinese bsrrister. On their wry Wilfred induces Seryo- 
zha to stop off at Mi-son where Titiena Ostepenko lives with her mother 
and father, an over-bibulous, lying individusl. Titiana is 5 cold, selt 
centered girl, apparently possessed of 2 devil, whose seven previous 
lovers have all been driven oway bv her unfsthomeble heartlessness,. 


Before they reech Mi-sen Seryozhs is persuaded by Wilfred to save the 
heart, liv2r and grll of a fish which ho hes crught about his waist. 
The smell of the burning heart snd liv-er, Seryozh= learns, will drive 
out devils and evil spirits. The gall is supposed to cure blindness. 


No sooner are the two youths settled in the house when a marriage con- 
tract between Seryozhe and Titiana is drewn uv by Wilfred and the fa- 
ther in the midst of s drunken stupor. The debt is collectod slsewhere 
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i by Wilfred, the elder. Malinin's blindness is cured by the g11, and 
the Chinese bnrrister hoving accomplished his divine apvointed mis- 
sion moves on to other travels. 


Precisely why this novel wes written remeins a mystery. As a love stary 
the Biblicel account of Tobins wes originel. The Fer-Away Bride can 
never -dd to but rether detract from-the beauty of thet first story. 
The rether flippant attitude towsrds things srcred, the occasional 
coarse wore and the epparent condoning of wrong is rather diffi- 
cult to justify 


It is quite true that Titiana's fother beceme conscience stricken when 
he realized thet he wes to blame for the consummation of a marriage 
thet wes only drawn up in contract. But when no harm befalls his new 
son-in-law, 2s happened to his daughter's previous lovers, everything 
is epparently correct ond justified. However, this resder did wait un- 
til the very end for the marraige to be solemnized. But this did not 
heppen,. 


For the mature reseder, who wishes to take the time, this book crn be 
recommended. Let it be added, though, that a rending of the Biblicel 
account of Tobias would probebly be more profiteble. 
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